
VIRGINIA FLOOD  
RESILIENCE INITIATIVE

ASSISTANCE FOR VIRGINIA COMMUNITIES

ABOUT
In 2020, state legislation passed that allocated significant funds to support 
regions and localities across Virginia in reducing the impacts of flooding. 
The Virginia Community Flood Preparedness Fund (VCFPF) provides 
communities the opportunity to assess their vulnerability to flood events 
and to develop and implement actionable flood resilience plans, studies 
and projects. A portion of the state fund is set aside for projects in low-
income geographic areas. 

HOW IT WORKS
The disruption caused by devastating and recurring flood events has been 
worsening over time for communities throughout Virginia; however, not all 
have the time or resources to devote to flood resilience.

The University of Virginia Weldon Cooper Center recognizes this challenge 
and has developed a flood resilience team to help Virginia localities and 
Planning District Commissions (PDCs) secure VCFPF grant funding and 
build their capacity for developing effective flood management plans. 

PHASE I: The Cooper Center will prepare a VCFPF capacity-building 
and planning grant application for the locality/PDC. With successful 
grant funding, the Cooper Center will oversee the work to assess 
what resources the locality/PDC has in place and will need in order to 
develop a successful flood resilience plan. 

PHASE II and beyond: Upon completion of Phase I, the Cooper Center 
will assist localities/PDCs with their applications for additional VCFPF 
grants that will help them develop approvable flood resilience plans 
and provide for more substantial flood plan development.

LEVERAGING UVA EXPERTISE FOR STATE OF THE ART SOLUTIONS
The Cooper Center will partner with the School of Engineering and Applied Science and the School of 
Architecture to leverage their expertise and innovative thinking in order to help communities develop highly 
effective, cutting-edge flood preparedness solutions, unique to the locality/region. 

LEARN MORE

About the program and  
how to participate:
Contact Elizabeth Marshall, 
Senior Project Coordinator 
at the Weldon Cooper 
Center: emm2t@virginia.edu 

About the Virginia 
Community Flood 
Preparedness Fund:
Visit the Virginia Department 
of Conservation and 
Recreation website:  
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/
dam-safety-and-floodplains/
dsfpm-cfpf 

The University of Virginia  
Flood Resilience Initiative 
is a partnership between the 
Weldon Cooper Center, the 
School of Engineering and 
Applied Science, and the 
School of Architecture.


